
THE STATUE OF LIBERTY



The Statue of Liberty is a colossal neoclassical sculpturenon Liberty 
Island in New York Harbor in New York City, in the United States. The copper 
statue, a gift from the people of France, was designed by French 
sculptor Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi and its metal framework was built by Gustave 
Eiffel. The statue was dedicated on October 28, 1886.



Origin
 According to the National Park Service, the idea of a monument presented by the French people to the 

United States was first proposed by Édouard René de Laboulaye, president of the French Anti-Slavery 
Society and a prominent and important political thinker of his time. The project is traced to a mid-1865 
conversation between Laboulaye, a staunch abolitionist, and Frédéric Bartholdi, a sculptor. In after-
dinner conversation at his home near Versailles, Laboulaye, an ardent supporter of the Union in 
the American Civil War, is supposed to have said: "If a monument should rise in the United States, as a 
memorial to their independence, I should think it only natural if it were built by united effort—a common 
work of both our nations."The National Park Service, in a 2000 report, however, deemed this a legend 
traced to an 1885 fundraising pamphlet, and that the statue was most likely conceived in 1870.



The designer

 Frederic Auguste Bartholdi served in 
the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 as a 
squadron leader of the National Guard, 
and as a liaison officer to Italian 
General Giuseppe Garibaldi, representing 
the French government and the Army of 
the Vosges. As an officer, he took part in 
the defense of Colmar from Germany. 
Distraught over his region's defeat, over 
the following years he constructed a 
number of monuments celebrating 
French heroism in the defense against 
Germany. Among these projects was 
the Lion of Belfort, which he started 
working on in 1871, not finishing the 
massive sandstone statue until 1880.



Dedication 

 A ceremony of dedication was held on the 
afternoon of October 28, 1886. President Grover 
Cleveland, the former New York governor, 
presided over the event. On the morning of the 
dedication, a parade was held in New York City; 
estimates of the number of people who watched it 
ranged from several hundred thousand to a 
million. President Cleveland headed the 
procession, then stood in the reviewing stand to 
see bands and marchers from across America. 
General Stone was the grand marshal of the 
parade. The route began at Madison Square, once 
the venue for the arm, and proceeded to the 
Battery at the southern tip of Manhattan by way 
of Fifth Avenue and Broadway, with a slight detour 
so the parade could pass in front of 
the World building on Park Row. As the parade 
passed the New York Stock Exchange, traders 
threw ticker tape from the windows, beginning the 
New York tradition of the ticker-tape parade.



Closures and reopenings
 The statue, including the pedestal 

and base, closed on October 29, 
2011, for installation of new 
elevators and staircases and to 
bring other facilities, such as 
restrooms, up to code. The statue 
was reopened on October 28, 
2012, but then closed again a day 
later in advance of Hurricane 
Sandy. Although the storm did not 
harm the statue, it destroyed 
some of the infrastructure on both 
Liberty and Ellis Islands, including 
the dock used by the ferries that 
ran to Liberty and Ellis Islands. On 
November 8, 2012, a Park Service 
spokesperson announced that 
both islands would remain closed 
for an indefinite period for repairs 
to be done.



Historical designations
 President Calvin Coolidge officially designated the 

Statue of Liberty as part of the Statue of Liberty 
National Monument in 1924. The monument was 
expanded to also include Ellis Island in 1965.[ The 
following year, the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island 
were jointly added to the National Register of 
Historic Places, and the statue individually in 2017. 

On the sub-national level, the Statue of Liberty 
National Monument was added to the New Jersey 
Register of Historic Places in 1971, and was made 
a New York City designated landmark in 1976.In 
1984, the Statue of Liberty was designated 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The UNESCO 
"Statement of Significance" describes the statue as 
a "masterpiece of the human spirit" that "endures as 
a highly potent symbol—inspiring contemplation, 
debate and protest—of ideals such as liberty, peace, 
human rights, abolition of slavery, democracy and 
opportunity.



Sources

 Wikipedia
 Google
 History Channel

Thank you for watching!!!
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